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up a great banquet there, and invited to him all those who formerly had
been Hrafnkell's retainers. Sdmr offered to be the lord over them instead
of Hrafnkell, and they accepted the offer, although they had various mis-
givings about the matter. The sons of Thjdstar counselled him to be
bounteous of his money, and helpful to his men, and a support to whom-
soever might be in want; “ Andthen they are not men if they do not faith-
fully follow thee in whatsoever thou mayest stand in need of. But this we
counsel thee, therefore, that we should like to see thee successful in all
things, for thou seemest to us to be a stalwart man, Now take care of thy-
self and be wary of thy ways : for evil foes 'tis hard to heed.”” The sons
of Thjéstar sent for “ Freymane ” and the stud ; said they would like to
see the beasts of which there were so many stories abroad. Then the
horses were brought home and they were viewed by the brothers. Thorgeirr
said : “ These horses seem to me to be serviceable to the household, and
it is my counsel that they be made to work all they can in the service of
man until they can live no longer by reason of old age; but this horse
‘ Freymane’ seems to me no better than other horses, nay, the worse,
indeed, that he has brought many an evil thing about; and I will not that
he be the cause of any more manslaughters than he has been already, so it
is fittest that he be received by him who owns him.” Now they led the
horse down the field. Beside the river there stood a precipitous rock, and
below it there was a deep eddy in the river, and so they led the horse forth
unto the rock. The sons of Thjéstar wound a certain cloth over the head
of the horse, tied a stone round his neck, and thereupon seized long poles
wherewith they thrust the horse over the precipice and destroyed him so.
Sithence this rock is called Freymane’s Rock. Above it stands the
temple which Hrafnkell had had. Thorkell wished to come there, and
he let strip all the gods, and after that he set the temple on fire and
burnt there up everything together. After that the guests prepared to
leave, and Sdmr presented the brothers with things most precious, and they
bespoke a firm friendship between them, and thereupon parted the best of
friends. After this they rode west to the firths and arrived in Thorskafjordr
in great honour. Sdmr settled Thorbjorn in the house at Leikskélar,
where he was to keep house ; but the wife of Sdmr went to his house at
ABalbdl where he farmed for a whilee The news was brought east into
Flj6tsdalr, to Hrafnkell, that the sons of Thjéstar had destroyed * Frey-
mane” and burnt the temple. Then said Hrafnkell : “I deem it a vain
thing to believe in the gods,” and he vowed that henceforth he would
set his trust in them no more. And to this he kept ever afterwards, and
never made a sacrifice again. Now Hrafnkell sat at HrafnkelsstaBir,
raking money together fast. He became 2 much honoured man in the
country-side, and every one chose to sit and stand as it pleased him. At
that time there was a great going of ships from Norway to Iceland, and
people were taking up claims in the country as fast as might be during
Hrafukell's days. No one might settle freely in Hrafnkell's country-side




