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on. Einarr answered: “I have had no good speed myself, for no less
than thirty ewes were missing for a week, though now I bave found them
again.” Hrafnkell said, he had no fault to find with things of that kind ; It
has not happened so often as might have been expected, that thou hast lost
the ewes. But has not something worse befallen than that? Didst thou
not have a ride on ‘TFreymane’ yesterday?” Einarr said he could not
gainsay that utterly. ¢ Why didst thou ride on this horse which was for-
bidden thee, while there were plenty of others on which thou art free to
ride? Now this one trespass I should have forgiven thee, if I had not
used words of such earnest already. And yet thou hast manfully con-
fessed thy guilt.” But by reason of the belief that those who fulfil their
vows never come to grief, he leaped off his horse, sprang upon Einarr,
and dealt him his death-blow. After that, having done the deed, he
rode home to AdTalbdl and there told these tidings. He got him
another shepherd to take charge of the dairy. But he had Einarr’s dead
body brought westward upon the terrace by the dairy, and there set
up a beacon beside his cairn; and it is called Einarr's beacon, where,
when the sun is right above it, they count mid-eve hour (six o’clock) at
the dairy.

The news of Einarr, his son’s, death, was brought over to Thorbjérn at
Hdl, and he was mightily grieved at the tidings. He now took his horse,
and rode over to ABalbdl to ask Hrafnkell to do boot for his son.
Hrafnkell said that he had slain many a man beside this one; ¢ for thou
must know that I never pay weregild to any man, and yet people have to
rest content with things so done. Yet I allow it, that I think that this my
deed is rather of the worse kind among the manslaughters which I have
wrought hitherto ; thou, too, hast been a neighbour of mine for a long while,
and I have had a good liking for thee, and we have enjoyed one another's
favour; and no small thing would have brought matters to an evil pass
between me and Einarr, if only he had not ridden this horse; but now
I have to regret that I spoke too much; and seldomer, indeed, should we
have to regret that which we say too little than that which we say too much,
and now I shall show that I consider this deed of mine a worse one than
other deeds that I have done, inasmuch as I will supply thy house with
dairy-produce during the summer, and with slaughtered meat when autumn
comes; and in the same way I will do to thee as long as thou art minded
to keepa house. Thy sons and daughters we shall fit out at my cost, and
so endow them, as to make their conditions desirable. And all that thou
knowest my house to contain, and of which thou mayest stand in need
in future, thou shalt let me know of, nor henceforth shalt thou be in want
of those things which may be requisite unto thee. Thou shalt keep house
as long as thou takest pleasure therein, but when thou art tired thereof, thou
shalt come to me, and I will take care of thee unto thy dying day. Let this
be our atonement ; and likely, itseems to me, that most people will say,
that this man was dearly paid for.” ¢ This offer I will not accept,” says




