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the priesthood over all these country-sides, and his son Asbjorn, Deing
younger, remained with him.

Now Sdmr sat at Leikskédlar this winter: he was few-spoken and
unmeddlesome, and many people found that he was right ill-content
with his lot. But in the winter, when the days began to lengthen, Simr
rode in company with another man, having a train of three horses,
across the bridge, and thence onward across the heath of M&Brudalr;
thence again across Jokulsd-of-the-Ferry, to Myvatn; thence across the
Fljétsheidi, and past Ljésavatn’s Pass, never halting on his way until he
made Thorskafjordr, where a good cheer was made for him. At that
time Thorkell had just arrived from a journey abroad, having spent four
winters together in foreign lands. Sdmr stayed there for a week, giving
himself some rest. He now told them of all the dealings between him-
self and Hrafokell, and charged the Dbrothers to lend him now, as afore,
their aid and avail This time Thorgeur was chief spokesman on his
own and his brother's behalf; said he was settled afar; ‘ The way
between us is a long way indeed, and before we left thee we thought we
had made matters snug enough for thee, so much so, that it would have
been an easy matter for thee to maintain thyself But now things have
come to what I foretold thee, when thou gavest life to Hrafukell, that
that would be the matter of thy sorest regret. I urged thee to take
Hrafnkell's life, but thou wantedst to have thy way. Now it is easy to
see the disparity of wisdom there is between ye two : he allowing thee to
sit in peace all along, and only seized the chance of attack when he saw
his way to destroying him in whom he deemed there was a greater man
than in thyselfl Now we may nowise allow thy lucklessness to be the
bringer-about of our ruin. Nor have we any such eager desire to plunge
into a strife with Hrafokell again, as that we should want to risk our
honour in that matter again. But we are willing to offer thee to come
here with all thy relatives, and are ready to afford thee our protection,
shouldst thou find thy mind more at ease here, than in the neighbourhood
of Hrafnkell.” SAmr said he was not of a mind to close such a bargain ;
said he wanted to be home again, and bade them afford him relay-horses
which was granted him forthwith. The brothers wanted to give Sdmr good
gifts, but he would take none such; rejoined only that they were men of
little hearts. Now Sdmr rode home unto his house of Leikskélar, where
he lived unto old age, nor ever, as long as he lived, did he get a redress
against Hrafnkell. But Hrafnkell sat at home and maintained his lordly
title, until he died in his bed. His “how” is in Hrafnkelsdalr, down
below ABalbdér. In his “how” there was laid down great wealth, all his
armour, and his good spear. His sons stepped into his rule; Thorir
dwelling at Hrafokelsta®ir, and Asbjorn at A%albél; Dboth owning the
priesthood conjointly, and were deemed to be right mighty men of their
hands. And here the tale of Hrafnkell cometh to a close.



