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break up the court for Sdmr and to hustle him out of the case. This, how-
ever, was not to be done now ; there being already there such a crowd of
people that he could get nowhere near ; and so was himself hustled away
with great violence, even so that he could not hear the speaking of those
who pleaded against him, and therefore was deprived of means to bring
forward a lawful defence on his own behalf. But SAmr pushed the suit to
the full extent of law, until Hrafnkell, at this very “ Ping,” was made full
outlaw. Hrafnkell went forthwith to his booth and had his horses brought
up and rode away from the * Ping” mightily ill-contented at the end of
these affairs, for such he had never before experienced. So he rode east,
over Lyngdalsheidi and further on to Si®a, and did not halt travelling until
he came to Hrafnkelsdalr, and settled in his home at ABalbél. He
behaved as if nothing had happened. But Simr remained behind at the
“ Ping,” going about and bearing himself right struttingly. Many people
thought it well that the case should have come about in this way, and that
Hrafnkell should have to come down once in a way, calling now to mind
how many people he had dealt with unfairly before, S4mr waited until
the “ Ping” broke up, and men got ready to return home. IHe thanked
the brothers well for their assistance, and Thorgeirr asked S4mr, laughingly,
how he was pleased at the turn matters had taken? He signified his
pleasure thereat ; but Thorgeirr asked : “ Deemest thou thyself now in any
better case than before ?” Sdmr said: “ Methinks that Hrafnkell has had
a right great shame of this, such as shall be long remembered, and I deem
it to be worth as much as a great lot of money.” Thorgeirr said : A full
outlaw the man is not yet, as long as the act of distress has not been
executed, which must be done at his own home, not later than a fortnight
after ¢ Wapentake’” (but it is called Wapentake when all men ride away
from the “Ping”). “But I guess,” said Thorgeirr, ¢ that Hrafnkell is
come home, and means to sit at A%albdl, and I also hold likely that he
will have taken to himself thy rule over men, But thou, I guess, art
minded to ride home and to settle at thy house as best thou mayest, if
such be possible. I guess, too, that thou deemest thou hast so brought
about thy affairs as to declare him an outlaw, but I am minded to think
that he will overawe people in the same manner as before, excepting that,
as for thyself, thou wilt have to stoop even lower than ever.” “That I
never mind,” said Sdmr. “ Thou art a brave man,” said Thorgeirr, “and
I think that my kinsman, Thorkell, is minded not to let it come to a poor
end with thee, having made up his mind to accompany thee until a settle-
ment of thy case with Hrafnkell be brought about, so that thou mayest sit
at thy home in quiet. And thou, too, wilt think that it is most due to us
now to give thee our support, since already we had the most to do in thy
affairs, Now for this once we shall accompany thee to the Eastfirths ; but
art thou acquainted with any road thither which is not a highroad?”
Sémr said he would go back the same way he had come from the east,
and was now right glad at this offer. Thorgeirr selected the best men from
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