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it should turn out.” Sémr said: “I am right unwilling to engage in this,
and it is only for the sake of kinship that I do it; but thou must know,
that in thee I deem that I have no avail of any kind.” Then Sdmr
gave his hand, and took the case off Thorbjorn’s hand. Now Sdmr
took a horse, and rode up the valley unto a certain stead, where he
declared the manslaughter, and after that he gathered men against
Hrafnkell. Hrafnkell heard of this, and thought it a laughable affair
that Sdmr should have undertaken a blood-suit against him. And thus
the winter and the next summer pass away. When the days of the
summonses pass by, Sdmr rode away from home up to ABalbdl, and
summoned Hrafnkell for the manslaughter of Einarr. After that he rode
down the valley, and called upon the goodmen to come to the  Ping.”
Hrafnkell, too, sent messengers down along Jokuldalr and charged his
men to come; and thus from his own jurisdiction he brought together
seventy men. With this band he rode eastward over Fljétsdalshéra®,
across it past the upper end of the water, then straight across the neck
unto SkriSudalr, and up along the same valley and south unto Oxarhei®di
on the way to BerufjorSr and the straight “ Ping” road to Si%a. From
Fljtsdalr there are seventeen days’ journey unto Pingvelli. Now
when HallfreSr had ridden away from the country-side, S4mr gathered
men together, and most of those that he brought together, and who
formed his following, were only country tramps; unto these men Sdmr
gave both weapons and clothes and victuals. Sdmr struck another route
out of the valley. He first went north to the bridge and then over the
bridge, and thence unto M&drudalsheidi, putting up at M&Srudalr for the
night. Thence they rode unto Herdirbreidstunga, and so on above
Blifjoll, and thence into Kréksdalr, and so southward unto the Sand,
until they came down unto San®afell, whence unto Pingvoll, where
Hrafukell had not arrived as yet, the reason of his slower travelling
being the longer road he had to do. Sdmr tilts a booth for his men,
but nowhere near where the Eastfirth-men were wont to tilt. Now
shortly after this Hallfredr arrived and tilted his booth as had been his
wont here before. Ile heard that Simr was at the “ Ping,” and that he
found right laughable. The “ Ping” was a very crowded one, and at it
there were most of the lords of the land. Sdmr went to all the chieftains,
asking them for help and avail, but they all answered one way, saying each
that they had nothing good to requite Simr so as to join him in strife at
law against priest Hrafnkell and thus to hazard their honour. They also
say that most of those who ever had contentions at law with Hrafnkell had
fared one way ; that in all such cases as had men set up against him, he
had worsted them all. S&mr went home to his booth, and in a downcast
frame of mind ; the two kinsmen were misdoubting that their affairs would
come to such an utter downfall, as that they would only reap from it shame
and disgrace, and in so deep an anxiety were both of them fallen, that they
might have no enjoyment either of food or sleep, because all the chieftains




