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without his leave; and all those who settled had to promise him their aid,
against which he promised his protection. Thushe brought under himself
all the land on the eastern side of Lagarfliét. This jurisdiction soon
became much more thickly peopled than that which he had ruled over
before, stretching all the way up SkriBudal as well as up all along
Lagarfli6t. Now his mind, too, had undergone a change ; he was much
better liked than heretofore ; he was still of the same temper as to helpful
husbandry and lordly household ways ; but now the man was much milder
and meeker in all things than ever before. He and S4mr often met at
public gatherings, but never a word fell betwixt them as to their former
dealings. In this manner six winters passed away. Sdmr also was well
liked among his retainers, for he was gentle and quiet and ready to help,
and bore in mind always the counsel which those brothers had given him ;
he, too, was a man of much splendour in outfit and raiment.

It is stated that there came a certain ship into Reidarfjordr, the master
of which was Eyvindr Bjamason, who had been abroad for seven winters
together. Eyvindr had bettered himself greatly as to manners, and had
now become the briskest of men. Now he soon was told of the tidings
which had come to pass, and he made as if he took little heed thereof,
being a man of unmeddlesome ways. When Sdmr heard this he rode to
the ship, and a great joyful meeting there was between the brothers.
Sémr asked him to come up west to his place, and Eyvindr accepted it,
and bade Sdmr ride home first, and afterwards send him horses for his
chattels. He hauled his ship aland, and made her snug. Now Sdmr did
as Eyvindr bade, and went home, and had horses sent down to meet
Eyvindr, and when he had made his chattels ready for the journey, he set
off unto Hrafnkelsdalr, riding up along ReiBarfjordr. They were five in
company together, and a sixth there was, an attendant of Eyvindr, an
Icelander by kin, and a relative of his. This youth Eyvindr had redeemed
from poverty, and brought him now home in his own company, and had
done to him as to himself, which good deed of Eyvindr was loudly praised,
and the common talk was that few people could be found to match him.
Now they rode up along Thorsdalsheidi, driving before them sixteen horses
loaded. They were there together, two of Sdmr’s house-carls, and three
of the sailors; all arrayed in vari-coloured clothes, and carrying glittering
shields. They rode across Skridudalr, and across the neck, over the
country-side, and unto Fljétsdalr, to a spot called Bulunyarvellir, and
thence unto the shingly flats of Gilsi—a river that flows into the Fljot
from the east, between Hallormssta®r and Hrafnkelsta®ir: then they rode
up along Lagarfljét, down below the home-field of HrafnkelsstaSir, and
thus round the upper end of the water, crossing Jokuls4 at the ford of
Skali, This was midway between the hour of rising and the hour of day-
meal (1. e. nine o’clock A.m.). A certain woman was there by the water-
side washing her linen, and, seeing the men travelling, the handmaiden
gathers up her linen and rushes homeward. The linen she threw down



