Appendiz. 235

Thorbjorn.  “ What then ?” says Hrafnkell. Then spake Thorbjorn: “1
will, that we name an umpire between us.” Answered Hrafnkell: © Then
thou holdest thyself as good a man as I; the peace between us is at an
end.,” Then Thorbjorn rode away, and down along Hrafnkelsdalr. He
came to Langarhis, and met his brother Bjarni, and told him the tidings,
asking him at the same time to lend him a hand in these matters. Bjarni
answered, saying that Hrafnkell was his equal to deal with ; “ for though we
have plenty of money to dispose of, we are not the men to plunge into a
strife with such 2 man ; and sooth, indeed, is the old saw; ¢ Know one
thing, know thyself!’ He has made lawsuits difficult for many a one who
have been mightier men of their hands than we are; and it seems to me
that thou hast been somewhat short of wits in refusing such a good offer,
and I will have nothing to do with this.” Thorbjorn overwhelmed his
brother with abuse, saying that there was in him the less of manhood,
the more he was to be depended upon. So he rode away, and the two
brothers parted in little love. He did not stop until he came down to
Leikskélar, where he knocked at the door, and people answered the knock
and came out. Thorbjoin asked Sédmr to come out and see him.
Sdmr greeted his kinsman well, and asked him to put up there. Thorbjorn
answered it slowly somewhat. Seeing that Thorbjérn was downcast, Sdmr
asked him for tidings, and Thorbjorn told him the slaughter of his son
Einarr. ¢ That is no great tidings,” said S4mr, “if Hrafnkell slays a
man.” Thorbjorn asks if Sdmr was minded to lend him any help: ¢ for
such is the nature of the case, that though the man is nearest and dearest to
me, yet the blow has been dealt no way from malice.” ¢ Hast thou tried
to have any redress of Hrafnkell ?” said Sdmr. Thorbjorn told all truth-
fully as to what had passed between him and Hrafnkell. “ Never before
did I know Hrafnkell to make such offer to any man, as those he has made
to thee,” says Sdmr. “ Now I will ride with thee up to AJalbél, and let us
come before Hrafnkell in 2 humble mind, and see if he will still hold to the
same offers ; and I doubt not that he will behave honourably in the matter.”
Says Thorbjorn :  This is to be said, both that Hrafnkell will now refuse, and
that such is no more in my mind now than it was when I rode away from
there.” Sdmr says : “ Heavy enough, T guess, will it be to strive with Hrafnkell
in matters at law.” Thorbjorn answers : “ That is why ye young men never
come to aught, that you flinch at all things, and I am minded to think
that no man has got such milksops for kinsmen as I have. It seems to
me that a man like you is putting himself in a right false position, being
skilled in law and eager for petty cases, but refusing to take up this case, a
great and urgent one. Thou shalt be widely reviled for this, as, indeed, thou
deservest, being known as the most boisterous man in our kin. And I
now see how the matter turns.” Sdmr answered : “ By how much art thou
the better off than before, even if I should take up the case, and we should
both be worsted together ?” Thorbjorn answered: “ It would be a great
relief to my mind, if thou shouldst undertake it, no matter how after that



